
AL MAKAHINU BARCARSE 

A Hawai i a n S t u d i e s t e a c h e r , A l B a r e a r s e has r e a l i z e d h i s dream of 
d e d i c a t i n g h i s time and e f f o r t s to b u i l d a Hawaiian V i l l a g e on the 
grounds of the Samuel Wilder K i n g I n t e r m e d i a t e S c h o o l . 

I was born and r a i s e d i n Waimea, Kau a ' i and a t t e n d e d Waimea High 

S c h o o l . As p a r t of the s c h o o l c u r r i c u l u m , h u l a was taught to us i n t h e 

s i x t h grade. My a c t u a l formal t r a i n i n g began i n 1951 w i t h L e o l a n i 

R i v e r a , L a r r y R i v e r a ' s s i s t e r , u n t i l 1957 when I r e c e i v e d my kumu h u l a 

c e r t i f i c a t e . She t a u g h t h u l a k a h i k o and "auana, Maori, and a l s o T a h i t i a n . 

A f t e r g r a d u a t i n g from h i g h s c h o o l , I a t t e n d e d the Church C o l l e g e of 

Hawai"! i n L a ' i e . I c o n t i n u e d my h u l a t r a i n i n g under C h r i s t i n a Nauahi, 

a kumu h u l a i n L a ' i e , who a l s o taught a l o t of Maori danct?S-

While a t t e n d i n g Church C o l l e g e , I formed a group and taught them 

h u l a . We f i r s t performed a t s c h o o l f u n c t i o n s and then f o r the h u k i l a u 

once a month a t L a ' i e Bay. Our group became a r e g u l a r s p e c i a l guest f o r 

John P i ' i l a n i W atkins' show a t the Club Aloha Then i n 1959, we ended up 

working a t the Don t h e Beachcomber show, our f i r s t p r o f e s s i o n a l g i g . 

I n 1959, Rose Joshua c o n t a c t e d me because she wanted to l e a r n Maori. 

I taught Maori a t her s t u d i o and she i n t u r n taught me h u l a . I took 

formal l e s s o n s from her f o r two y e a r s and then i n f o r m a l l y f o r about f i v e 

more y e a r s Whenever she needed me, she would c a l l B e s i d e s dancing and 

t e a c h i n g Maori, I a l s o chanted f o r her. I went to Japan w i t h her group 

to perform and d i d l o t s of programs w i t h her and her daughters. 

Both George H o l o k a i and Henry Pa were a f f i l i a t e d w i t h Rose Joshua. 

George was asked to t e a c h us some c h a n t s f o r our show f o r K a n i k a p i l a a t 

the U n i v e r s i t y of H a w a i ' i . Grandma Joshua was doing a b i g show w i t h 



Uncle Henry and he taught us the numbers f o r the show. 

I n 1963, J a c k Regas h i r e d me as h i s a s s i s t a n t choreographer f o r t h e 

P o l y n e s i a n C u l t u r a l C e n t e r . Aunty S a l l y Wood was i n charge of the 

Hawai i a n s e c t i o n so I s t u d i e d under her f o r two y e a r s . Because Aunty 

S a l l y and Grandma Rose Joshua were h u l a s i s t e r s , t h e i r s t y l e s were 

b a s i c a l l y the same. 

While t e a c h i n g t h e h u l a my g r e a t e s t i n f l u e n c e was Uncle George Naope 

When I decided to g i v e up h u l a , he was the person who encouraged me to 

c o n t i n u e and who helped me on my way. He became my mentor and my 

t e a c h e r . 

I got i n v o l v e d w i t h t e a c h i n g s c h o o l k i d s when I was a t K a l a n i High 

School I was s t u d e n t t e a c h i n g and 1 o r g a n i z e d a group c a l l e d the "Na 

Makahinu" t o do shows a t t h e O u t r i g g e r Canoe Club We- -a-l-so-^id- shows—a4. 

Sea L i f e P a r k , N i l ton Hawai i a n V i 1 l a g e , and Hula Hut. As a group we 

t o u r e d Japan, Hong Kong, P h i l i p p i n e s , A u s t r a l i a , New Zealand, and T a h i t i . . 

Mŷ  s ons and t h e s t u d e n t s of K a l a n i were the .core of t h ^ r t r group. 
e-^if* •('(SoW h i - i l r c ^ • • f l C 

liy sons t a l k e d me i n t o e n t e r i n g t h e M e r r i e Monarch F e s t i v a l when I 

was t e a c h i n g a t Kaimuki High School - F o o t b a l 1 p l a y e r s and the 

cheer l e a d e r s , made up the group t h a t was e n t e r e d the f i r s t y e a r . A f t e r 

Kaimuki , I went to Moloka"^ i as a d i s t r i c t r e s o u r c e t e a c h e r of Hawaiian 

S t u d i e s f o r a year and r e t u r n e d to O'ahu and taught a t M i l i l a n i High 

S c h o o l , C a s t l e High S c h o o l , and am now p r e s e n t l y h e r e a t K i n g 

I n t e r m e d i a t e I have e n t e r e d the s c h o o l k i d s i n the MMF f rom a l l of the 

s c h o o l s t h a t I have taught a t . 

At K i n g , b e s i d e s t e a c h i n g Hawai i a n language and Pac i f i c I s l a n d s 

S t u d i e s , 1 t e a c h h u l a the f i r s t semester and o t h e r P o l y n e s i a n 

dances the second semester. One of our r e g u l a r community s e r v i c e 

p r o j e c t s i s to perform a t f i v e d i f f e r e n t c a r e homes d u r i n g C h r i s t m a s and 



E a s t e r - I f e e l i t i s important f o r t h e s t u d e n t s to perform f o r our 

s e n i o r c i t i z e n s . A l o t of my s t u d e n t s come from broken homes and they 

f e e l l i k e they have no purpose i n l i f e . When the people enjoy the 

per formanees and thank them, they get t h i s f e e l i n g t h a t they * r e worth 

something and t h e y ' r e doing something good. 

I e n j o y per forming i n p u b l i c and g e t t i n g the k i d s to dance to keep 

them out of t r o u b l e The name of my h a l a u , "Ka Ua K i l i h u n e " means the 

l i f e — g i v i n g r a i n . I t r a i n s a l l t he time i n the mountains and i t keeps 

the mountains green and a l i v e I r e l a t e to t h i s r a i n because I have 

devoted my l i f e t o keep Hawai"i a l i v e by t e a c h i n g h u l a t o the c h i l d r e n . 

One of my mottos i s " I t m a t t e r s not what happens to you i f you get 

i n v o l v e d , r a t h e r than what happens t o them i f you do no t . " 

The t h i n g s t h a t I ' v e l e a r n e d from my kumu h u l a , I t r y not t o change. 

I f I f o r g e t something, then I ' l l add where I f o r g o t Keeping the dance 

i n t a c t i s s a c r e d a s f a r a s I'm concerned. I w i l l do what I f e e l on a l l 

o t h e r c h a n t s t h a t I work on m y s e l f , but I t h i n k I am b a s i c a l l y i n f l u e n c e d 

by what I ' v e l e a r n e d from my kumu h u l a . 

At one time i n our h i s t o r y , n o t h i n g was wr i t ten down. There was no 

w r i t t e n language and e v e r y t h i n g had to be memor i z e d . Through danc i n g the 

h u l a to a l l of the anc i e n t c h a n t s , i t made those t h i n g s r e a l . The 

e a s i e s t way to memorize our h i s t o r y i s by doing i t through the h u l a . 

Hula keeps our h i s t o r y and our people a l i v e and w i t h o u t the i t , one 

cannot t r u l y i d e n t i f y o n e s e l f a s be i n g Hawaiian. 



DAMASn ALLAN MAKAHINU BARCARSE 
aka AL MAKAHINU 

KUMU HULA 

H a l a u H u l a Ka Ua K i l i h u n e 

H o n o l u l u Boy C h o i r H a l a u 

Have a l s o t a u g h t h u l a i n J a p a n a n d H o l l a n d f o r o u r 
s i s t e r h u l a h a l a u t h e r e . 

1965 - p r e s e n t 

1986 - i 9 S 9 

1992 - p r e s e n t 

Have p a r t i c i p a t e d a n d p l a c e d i n a l m o s t e v e r y h u l a f e s t i v a l and 
c o m p e t i o n from " l a 'Oe E Ka L a " m Hayward, C a l i f o r n i a t o "The 
M e r r i e M o n a r c h H u l a F e s t i v a l " i n H i l o , H a w a i ' i . 

R e c e i v e d t h e G e o r g e A.K H o l o k a i A l o h a Award a t "E 
Ho"i Mai I k a P i k o H u l a " W o r l d I n v i t a t i o n a 1 H u l a 
F e s t i v a 1 . 

1 994 

SCHOOL TEACHER 

S t a t e o f Hawai " " i D e p a r t m e n t o f E d u c a t i o n 

S W K i n g I n t e r m e d i a t e S c h o o l 
J a p a n e s e l a n g u a g e , E n g l i s h , 
H a w a i i a n l a n g u a g e , H a w a i i a n 
S t u d i e s , H u l a , P o l y n e s i a n M u s i c 

J . B C a s t l e H i g h S c h o o l 
J a p a n e s e l a n g u a g e , E n g l i s h 

M i l i l a n i H i g h S c h o o l 
E n g 1 1 s h 

Maui D i s t r i c t 
H a w a i i a n S t u d i e s D i s t r i c t R e s o u r c e 
T e a c h e r f o r t h e i s l a n d o f M o l o k a ' i 

K a i m u k i H i g h S c h o o l 
J a p a n e s e l a n g u a g e 

U n i v e r s i t y o f H a w a i ' i 
D e p a r t m e n t o f C u r r i c u l u m D e v e l o p m e n t 
a n d R e s e a r c h ( U n i v e r s i t y L a b o r a t o r y 
S c h o o l 3 

J a p a n e s e L a n g u a g e 

1980 - p r e s e n t 

1985 - p r e s e n t 

1984 - 1985 

1983 - 1 9 8 4 

1982 - 1 9 8 3 

1980 - 1982 

1980 - 198 

C h u r c h C o l l e g e o f H a w a i ^ i ( B Y U - H a w a i ' i ) 
D e p a r t m e n t o f F o r e i g n L a n g u a g e s 

J a p a n e s e l a n g u a g e 

1962 - 1 9 6 8 



A c k n o w l e d g e d a s an o u t s t a n d i n g t e a c h e r i n H a w a i i a n 
S t u d i e s i n t h e K u k u i Malamaiama A w a r d s by t h e Of f i c 
of H a w a i i a n A f f a i r s , 

A c k n o w l e d g e d a s an o u t s t a n d i n g t e a c h e r by t h e 
Windward D i s t r i c t o f t h e D.D.E. 

ENTERTAINER 

P a r a d i s e C r u i s e , L t d . 
S t a r o f H o n o l u l u , S t a r l e t I , S t a r l e t I I 

H e a d l i n e r - M C , M u s i c i a n , C r u i s e D i r e c t o r 

H i l t o n H a w a i i a n V i l l a g e Dome 
Don Ho Show 

C h a n t e r , J a p a n e s e MC 

P a r a d i s e C o v e 
L u ' a u Show 

H e a d l i n e r - M C 

P a c i f i c B e a c h H o t e l 
P o l y n e s i a n Show 

H e a d l i n e r - M C , Owner 

H u l a Hut 
H e r e I s Hawai M Shiow 

H e a d l i n e r - M C , Owner 

H i l t o n H a w a i i a n V i l l a g e L o n g House 
P o l y n e s i a n Show 

H e a d l i n e r - M C , Owner 

S e a L i f e P a r k 
Lu^'au Show 

H e a d l i n e r - M C 

• u t r i g g e r C a n o e C I u b 
Hawai i a n Show 

S i n g e r - M C 

Queen K a p i o i a n i H o t e l 
G a r d e n L a n a i H a w a i i a n Show 

S i nger~MC 

K a i m a n a B e a c h H o t e l 
Hau T r e e T e r r a c e 

D a n c i n g H o s t w i t h 
t h e K a h a u a n u L a k e T r i o 

P o l y n e s i a n C u l t u r a l C e n t e r 
P o l y n e s i a n Show 

A s s i s t a n t C h o r e o g r a p h e r , D a n c e r 



Don t h e B e a c h c o m b e r N i g h t C l u b 
N i g h t C l u b Show 

P o l y n e s i a n D a n c e r 

i n W a i k i k i 1958 - 1959 

TOURS 

Have b e e n t o J a p a n a s an e n t e r t a i n e r o v e r 20 t i m e s from 1965 t o t h e 
p r e s e n t t o s u c h p l a c e s a s D k u i k e , J y o z a n k e i , T o s h i m a e n , and 
Hyakumangoku H o t e l . D i d N i g h t C l u b and C a b a r e t t o u r s from N a g a s a k i 
t o A s a h i g a w a . A l s o d i d c o n c e r t s w i t h t h e l i k e s o f F u s e A k i r a a nd 
S h i b a t a H a t s u m i . 

Have t r a v e 1 1 e d a s an e n t e r t a i n e r 
t h e N o r t h I s l a n d o f New Z e a l a n d , 
and W e s t e r n Samoa, N o r t h A m e r i c a 
T o r o n t o , C a n a d a , and R i o de J a n e i 

t o B a n g k o k , M a n i l a , S y d n e y , most o f 
t h r o u g h o u t T a h i t i , A m e r i c a n Samoa 
from S a n D i e g o , C a l i f o r n i a t o 
r o , 

Took a 75-member d a n c e t r o u p e t o an a l l Mormon C h u r c h D a n c e F e s t i v a l 
i n S a l t L a k e C i t y , U t a h 

OTHERS 

C o - h o s t f o r Don Robb Show — KHQN TV 

R e l i e f f o r Danny K a l e i k i n i Show — K a h a l a H i l t o n H o t e l 

G l e n C a m p b e l l H a w a i M S p e c i a l 

J i m N a b o r s H a w a i i S p e c i a l 

RECORDINGS 

LP WM - 9 8 5 0 , A l M a k a h i n u S i n g s " L e t T h e r e Be H a w a i ' ^ i " 

LP SKR - 8 1 0 0 K o k u a R e c o r d s , U k u l e l e T r e e , "My C o c o n u t H a t " 


