
JOHNNY LU I i HO 

For over 2 0 yea r s , Johnny Lurn Ho has been teaching hula in the same locat ion In Hllo, His 
studio, "Halau Ka Ua Kani Lehua" means "the ra in that pa t t e r s the lehua." 

Wheni used to s ing for George Naopeand Edith Kanakole, I wouh/enjoy and admire the 

hula g i r l s d u r l t w h e l r performance. I never took hula lessons. 1 Jugt watched and s t a r ted my 

own. My mother whosspoke Hawai ian wa s there to help me when /needed the meaning of a word. 

From there, 1 made my own motions. The s teps 1 teach are bas ic s teps and you can pick i t up 
\

\

f a s t So long you have the bas>q steps, know the words and/hink about i t , and the music, the 

hula w i l l come together. 

have my own s t y l e but I do not>tjink 1 deviated from the hula. To me. It i s exc i t i ng to do 

something not l i ke the others, t a l w a y s t h o u ^ t h a i i f they can make their ra in one way, I can 

do ra in my way. You must be yoursel f . You canj/or^e another ' lo lani Luahine. God did not make 

everybody to be the same. 

I teach my chi ldren songs that I composed and I u sua l l y teach them the way I fee l I want 

i t to be, I somet imes have something in rr}y mind l ike a pig and 1 \ i l l te l l the g i r l s to t r y to 

i m i t a t e a pig. I w i l l look around and evei/vone w i l l do the i r own and h w i l l see the one I like. 

Everybody in the halau t ake s part in t h ^ choreography. I do not take the c r ^ i t alone, but 

together a l l of us helped. 

My dances express my feel ings of the song that I composed. If people l ike i t , good. If 

not, they can look at another halau because for me I am happy w i t h what I did. My joy in my 

teaching Is knowing that what I composed has been completed w i t h the dance and the music 

coming together. 

To compose, a s imple thought may come as 1 am driving. Somebody mentions something 



in Hawa i ian that i l ike, and t think t h i s w i l l be good for a dance. 1 remember when Mama w a s 

al ive. She mentioned the wahine pou pou pau h a n a ^ ^ H think, "oh, that sounds nice." I know I t 

w i l l b en i ce inadance. S o w l t h a s t o r y and a s imple word, the mus ic and the dance w i l l come 

together. And w i t h those words, I see alreadyTOhich g ir l w i l l dance the song. 

For a competit ion, I take t ime to choose the song and I already know wh ich g i r l I want 

because 1 can see how her express ion and moves are going to be. That i s how my Miss Hula i s 

chosen. To me, the judges are j u s t a l i t t l e portion of the whole crowd who paid to come and see 

you. And i f I c ap t i va te them a l l , oh, r ight onl When the c rowd apprec iates you, you know you 

exc i ted them and you know that you came acros s to them ju s t the way you wanted to. 

To me, my composit ions are in the old s t y le because it i s ^ s t o r y w i t h old words made 

into a dance. But some people w i l l say no because i t Is not a song that w a s handed down. To me. 

It i s an ancient s to ry even i f you w r i t e i t and dance i t now, and that ' s kahiko. j 


