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When I wen七to go learn the chan七s fY`Om my ku肌u, my mO七her was against it. My

grandmother had been a kahuna∴and ny mother didnlt want me invoIved in the old

WayS., My grandmother lived in Makena and when she walked the streets the

neighbors would get so afraid of her. She would constantly oli until one a.m.

in the moming and my mother didn’t want to see that happen again.

剛en I was eleven, I star七ed to visit Honolulu duY‘ing the summer months and I
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leam different dances under Henry Pa. His classes would last for three hours

ancl he was teaching at this time in Palama.

I studied for three summers under Henry and then I s七ayed back on Maui and

Went tO Rena Ching for six months. I graduated from Rena∴and went through

a modern uniki with her. After Rena, I decided to go back to Honolulu and

that-s when I met Tom Hiona who I feel had the greatest influence on me. He

had the abili七y to teach and to find the right English word for Hawaiianうdeas.

This was back in the early fif七ies∴and Tom would no七teach us at a studio but

at a private home that we would go to on the weekends. I found him to be very

SenSitive and very demanding and after a year, I returned to Maui.

I began to teach when I was at七ending high school. Some of the s七udents

Wanted to leam, SO I would have my mother translate songs for me and tha七Is

how I began to teach. My kumu taught me that what you want to explain to the

audience comes from deep within you so you must show tha七in your expressions.
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When I went to go leam the chants from my kumり, my mOther was∴against it. My

grandmother had been a kahuna and my mother didn’t want me invoIved in the old

WayS. My grandmother lived in Makena∴and when she walked the streets the

neighbors would get so afY‘aid of her. She would constantly oli until one a.m.

in the morning and my mother didn’t want to see that happen∴again.

When I was eleven, I started to visit Honolulu during the summer months and I
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1earn different dances under Henry Pa. His classes would last for three hours

and he was teaching at this time in Palama.

I s七udied for three summers under Henry and then I stayed back on Maui and

Went tO Rena Ching for six mon七hs. I graduated from Rena and wen七through

a modem uniki with her. After Rena, I decided to go back to Honolulu and
七ha七,s when I met Tom Hiona who I feel had the greatest influence on me. He

had the abili七y to teach and to find the right English woY`d for Hawaiian ideas.

丁his was back in the early fifties and Tom would not teach us at a studio but

at a private home that we would go to on the weekends. I found him to be very

SenSitive and very demanding and af七er a year, I returned to Maui.

I began to teach when I was attending high school. Some of the students

wanted to learn, SO I would have my mother translate songs for me and tha七-s

how I began to teach. My kumu taught me that what you want to explain to the

audience comes from deep wi七hin you so you must show that in your expressions.



Robert Ka|ani

Robert Kalani began his hu|a training under Henry Pa at the age of |れ　Born in

Paia, Maui, he has taught the hu工a for　26 years in Lahaina, Paia, Kula and Kahu|ui.

桝2en∴エ∴went∴亡O gOヱearn the c五an亡S from m夢ku棚均棚g孤光心er艇s acrajns亡克.

Mg(二grandmo亡her∴had∴めeen a karfuna and mワ　mO亡Aer d上dn’亡∴wan士棚e jnvoヱved jn∴二

tI2e Oヱd wags.　Mヴgrandmo亡Aer∴上土ved∴ヱn Makena∴and when∴she wa⊥ked∴亡he s亡ree亡S

亡he nejg批)OrS WOutd ge亡　SO afra王d of瓦er.　She wouヱd constan土工g o上土　uJ2tjZ

血zぬ曲One in t:I】e m9rn上ng, and mヴm〔)亡her d上dn′t∴wa職と∴亡O See thaご

ね印pe競∴aga上皿●　　　ん〔

肋2er]∴エ∴was eヱeven∴Zi s亡ar亡ed to visヱt Honoヱzzヱu d【±r王かg the s棚脚er mOnt五s andヱ

WOuヱd s亡ag w士をA mg aun亡.　Henrg Pa wouヱd come over and use her j]OHSe for

reI]earSaヱ　and this is riow j「 goヱn亡O denc上ng.　soエWOuユd come over everg

Sun耽礁∋r andヱearn differen士∴dences under HenrヴPa. Z互s c⊥asses∴wouヱd∴ヱast for

tj]ree hotzrs and Ae l腰S　亡eacj]ヱng a亡　thヱs∴亡上me in paヱama.

r s亡ud上ed・ for∴thee s聞棚ers under Henrg and　ヒムe競∴Ji s亡aワed beck on j抱uヱ　and

研en亡　きO j治れa C膿かg for sユズ棚O戴き瓦s.　エgrad櫨a七ed fro棚【只e皿a∴a競d∴we放き　亡兄roしIg五

号喜言r器誓霊を慧e霊;曇f誌:e詰諾霊霊禁書霊宝雲上誓棚三千
He Z2ad　ヒムe aめ克上土g亡O teaCh and亡O f王J]d亡he r上g五七号ng上土sh mDrd for Hawa上ian

ヱdeas.　T五is was bac左上n　亡he earヱヮfヱftjes∴andl g-oJ7Z WOutd∴nOt∴きeach us a七二a

S亡udio加Zt a亡　a Priva亡e home　七五a士　We WOudd go　亡O On∴ヒhe weekends.　Z fotmd

hi棚亡O be verヴ∴SenS上t上ve and vez`ヴde劃and上競g and af七er a gear∴工rettzrmed to

Ma櫨ヱ.

エ∴めegan∴亡O　亡each when∴JI w樋s∴attendエng high scj]OO上.　So加e of亡he s亡櫨den亡S
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工beCa皿e interested in　亡he hula when　エwas abou亡

エwas kind of leery of亡hese dances at亡hat亡ime. fty aunt亡Old皿e tO make亡he

effor亡亡O leam the ancien亡dances because in years to come亡his would be very

beneficial　亡O me. But my mother was against i亡. But鞘enry asked me if | would

be interested in leaming亡he ancient dances and工told him yes I was in亡eres亡ed,

and亡hatls how工got in亡O leaming the ancient dances from Henry Pa. So工spent

亡hree surmers with Henry Pa leaming the ancien亡hu|a.曹his was before he moved

亡O Kalakaua・ He was teaching at亡his time in Palama.

Af亡er my亡hree suⅡ皿erS Wi亡h Henry | stayed back on haui and went to Rena Ching.

t血cle Henry was very strict.　| was young a亡亡ha亡亡ime bu亡　SOme Of the s亡udents

WOuld ge亡really upse亡.櫨is classes would go for亡hree hours. Because亡he other

Studen亡S Were SO muCh皿Ore advanced that　工was,工had to catch up. AIso工was

nnmm五m心血m血Ⅲm軸h血馴血one of亡he few if not the only male in the class.Since the

Other students were much more advanced亡han工was, Henry offerred to help and gave

皿e亡WO hours extra. | think wlla亡櫨enry was亡rying亡O do was give me as IIll⊥Ch as he

could. Bu亡工亡愈nk工was a dissapoint皿en亡to him because the following year | just

didn’t want to dance and l stayed back on Maui.

エ　studied with Rena for six months and　亡hen　|　me筆　書om Hiona back in Honolulu.　Tom

did no亡teach us at a studio but at a home we would go to on the weekends.皿is was back

in the early fif亡ies.　工s亡ayed with冒oⅢ for jus亡One year. He was very sensitive,

and very demanding. He was worse than Henry. Anyhow工retumed to Maui and l would

OCCaSionally go out and perfom. Then a lady ca皿e here who was one of亡he students

Of Kao-o, naⅢed Caroline Link. She亡Old me that亡here were only three s亡udents in

her class. She was working at the Salvation Amy BoysI Home. | took three years

from Caroline. Caroline Link had a differen亡S吋1e of pa-i from Henry Pa for

Kaulilua.　She had a　亡hick book of the olils and皿elels from KaoIo.　she left for

Laie after three years and l wen亡On tO Mrs. Makekau.
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