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Young violinist
offers fresh take
on Mozart.
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Associated Press
Andre Braugher (“Homicide”)
and Christine Lahti (“Chicago
Hope”) show off their awards
for Best Actor and Actress in a
Drama Series.

Emmy turns 50
in grand style

Television’s history was the real star
of last night’s awards show

‘Frazier’ makes history. C-3

By PHIL GALLO
Variety

N recalling his favorite television moment,

Mark Harmon chose Mark McGwire’s 62nd

home run. As the actor detailed the event,

the audience applauded, and it was clear that
he moment had become as much a TV memory as
» sports achievement.

On stage to present an Emmy Award, Harmon
ecounted the way McGwire, immediately after
1itting his home run, acknowledged Roger Maris
and his family, his own son and his home-run
ival, Sammy Sosa. “Perfect at a time when we
1eed a few heroes.”

The 50th annual Emmy Awards accented those
inks between past and present, between the uni-
yersal and the personal, and between the real
vorld and TV-as-chronicler-of-our-time — and
hose connections gave the telecast a strong
advantage over its Emmy predecessors.

Sprawling in scope, the four-hour show was
1eavy on film clips, which placed historical
moments side by side with some of TV’s goofiest
ictional characters. Gilligan shared a moment
vith Martin Luther King Jr. in a montage chroni-
ling the 1960s: absurd, yes, but somehow an accu-
rate depiction of TV.

The 50th Emmys first and foremost celebrated
['V’s ability to bring the world into our living
rooms. The evening’s montages excelled at explor-
ng the ability of TV to unite people on a grand
scale, from conversations around watercoolers to
own hall debates.

Executive producer Don Mischer, supervising
producer Michael B. Seligman, coordinating pro-
lucer Danette Herman, director Louis J. Horvitz
and the team of writers clearly saw that this 50th
anniversary was an opportune time to go after
ears, celebrating TV’s most famous characters
and news flashes — and they did so in graceful
and educating fashion.

The show’s point of view was decidedly baby-
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At dawn, the halau Na Hula O Puamana gathers at the Kualoa Ranch beach for an uniki ceremony.

Becoming kunu

In a rare graduation
ceremony called uniki,
a dancer’s dedication
and skill are rewarded

By LINDA ARAGON
Special to the Star-Bulletin

S the red and yellow streaks

of the dawn peaked over the

ocean’s horizon, members of

the hula halau Na Hula O
Puamana raced to beat the rising
sun as they drove from Hauula to a
narrow strip of beach fronting
Kualoa Ranch.

They wanted to be in the water
before daybreak for a cleansing cer-
emony. Seventeen halau members,
wearing bathing suits and sarongs,
walked into the water holding hands
to pray and chant a Hawaiian greet-
ing to the sun.

They had gathered at this early
hour to perform one of the last in a
series of rituals known as the uniki,
or graduation. About six hours earli-
er, they had gathered for a spare
meal of dried red shrimp, white
fish, limu, poi and Hawaiian salt.
Portions are kept small to provide

the dancers with just enough energy
to meditate, without making them
drowsy. The meditation continued
from midnight to 2 a.m.

The dancers get just a few hours
of sleep before the sunrise prayer
and cleansing ceremony. Later in
the day, one of the halau members
would earn the respected title of
kumu hula. ;

“You can't just say you want to
become a kumu hula,” said Puluelo
Park, the founder and kumu of the
Kailua-based halau.

Only the most gifted and dedicat-
ed dancers make it to this level.
After spending nearly half a century

Alexis
Kapualani
McElroy, sec-
ond from
right, is the
graduating
kumu hula.
Holding her
hands are
Puluelo Naipo
Park, left,
and Bob
Stauffer.
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teaching, Park has only performed
this graduation twice. Now, 13 years
since the last graduation, she has
decided Alexis Kapualani McElroy
is ready to become a kumu hula.

The two other graduates have
been Park’s daughters, Puamana
Park, for whom the halau is named,
and Pumehana Featheran.

While McElroy may not have been
born into Park’s family, after 18
years of dancing with the halau she
walks with the grace and speaks
with the gentleness that is shared by
the women in Park’s hula family.
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