
Caroiee Nishi

Ca「oIee Nishi has been a volunteer instructor for the Nu’uanu YMCA Hawaiiana Youth Prog「am

for over twenty years, Besides working fuii time fo「 United A輔nes as a concie「ge, She is a

kupuna fo「 the Department of Education Hawaiian Studies P「ogram and wo「ks pa「請me at

Libe「ty House.

My first student was my friend’s daughter who was attending the KapunahaIa Eiementa「y

Schooi. She and four other giris became my students in 1969. When we were invited to

Pa面cipate in the Expo ’70 in Osaka, We Were aSked the name of our gIOuP. l said that we did not

have a name, SO they asked from what viiiage we came from. I said we came from KapunahaIa in

Kane’ohe and so they made us cards with the name “KapunahaIa Huia Ciub’i. When l got home, a

fe=ow wo「ker pubIished cards for us and changed the word “club’’to “Huii’, He asked what kind

Of hui and I 「epiied a huIa gIOuP. That-s how we became known as the Huia Hui O KapunahaIa,

i was five o「 six years old when I started hula, My mom thought it was cute if her

daughter couId dance the huia. My sister and =irst Ieamed from Eunice McLean in KaIihi. We

We「e nOt taught the wo「ds to the dances, We Were just given a 78 record. My mother wouid put

it on and we would practice to the records, I went the「e every week and l enjoyed it

tremendously,

After taking some huia at the YWCA, l went to LiIlian Yamabe in Kaimuki and l stayed

With her fo「 quite awhiie. We entertained a iot in those days, Genoa Keawe, Pua AIameida and

Johmy AIameida were our musicians. L輔an always used me for he「 soioist,

ln the 1950-s, my ParentS had a saimin stand in the lnternationaI Market PIace and i

learned a lot from the peopIe who used to hang around the「e. i was rea=y infiuenced by

entertainers like Mamo Howeli who danced at Don the Beachcomber, I went to Be=a Richa「ds,

Who was a very serious Tahitian teacher, and Kuchi Kuhns, the comic huia dancer at Don the

Beachcomber, Anything that was taught to me, =eamed it, i sat in the shows every day for

years, WatChing the huIa, the Mao「i dances and Iistening to the same old drumming over and



OVer, lt became a part of me,

My father neve「 ailowed me to dance professionaily, Oniy as a hobby. When GIoria, the

daughte「 of my huia teache「, aSked me to go to a Lexington HoteI fo「 a six-Week engagement, i

WaS SO happy, Because l was graduating from high schooi, =hought i wouid be abIe to dance

PrOfessiona=y, My mom was a= for it, but my father said that unIess I graduate from co=ege,

he wouid not think of Ietting me go, There was resentment because l wasn’t a=owed to go, but i

WaS nOtdefensive and i did not sit at home and cry. 1 justcontinued to do huIa on my own,

I took aIl kinds of iessons. Leimomi Chun taught me Maori and Tahitian. As l got oIder, I

WaS invoived with peopIe iike Hu’i Park and Kawai Cockett. =eamed kahiko f「om HoiouIu

Cambra and ianguage from Larry Lindsey Kimura at the Universrty of Hawa廿i aiso sang with

Do「othy Kahananui Gi=ette and did a Iot of kahiko with her ensembie.

During the seventies, l got to know Genoa Keawe reaIly we看i and we became cIose friends.

Genoa taught me how to pIay the ’ukuiele over and above what my dad taught me, I knew the

basics but itwas Genoa who taught me d7, g7 and we used to piay by ea○○ We iived in Ka皿a and

it took us aimost two hours down the winding road to reach home, So we had an hour and a haif of

Singing and playing ’ukuIeie on the way.

Aunty Aiice Namakelua taught language, Siack key and meie for one hour each Tuesday

and Thu「sday night at Genoa Keawe’s studio, i was there for ali three ciasses and I ○ea「ned a

great deai at that time.

My friend’s b「othe「, Robert Matsuda, WaS the head of YMCA, inte「nationally. He toid me

that wo「king for United A輔nes was one of the more unimp「essive things I did and asked if i

WOuld voiunteer fo「 his organization to help out the youth group. l was brought in to teach at the

YMCA and my girls from Kapunahala came with me.

My students start with kahiko, They don’t Iearn any lauana for a year o「 two, We staれ



With the steps and we staれto sing. We aIways sing songs that have to do with the mona「ch and

after they accompIish about four songs on Lili’u and four songs on Kawika, We gO into some PeIe

Chants, ln chanting, We teaCh them to understand voice cont「oI as opposed to just singing a song,

My older students stay and voIunteer to teach the rest of the kids at the YMCA,丁hey keep

PaSSing on what they know, Right now I have three very strong kumu kokua, Fi「st of aIl, mOre

than how welI they know hula, I require that they have an open heart to give, They have to leam

to share sincerely and not think of themseIves. In order to ieam, yOu muSt be focused on

you「Seif and not waste energy on what the othe「 people a「e doing. 1f you since「ely focus on

you「Self, yOu Wi= iea「n ciea「ly, After they have ieamed, they can sha「e it because they have a

Very gOOd, StrOng knowledge, But unIess these girls Ieam how to’listen and focus, they cannot

teach back,

i wiiI never graduate anybody. i never graduated myself, i don-=hink the「e is an end to

Ieaming because there is so much to Iearn. My feeiing is that you wiil never know aII. There is

no one who knows it a=, but there are some that have more knowledge than others. 1 definjtely

respect ai=hose who have done a g「eat dea獲of work within the fieid,

i don’t think huia has changed as much as it’s become popular and more poIished and

Perfected, lt is ge情ng a l蘭e bit too criticai because the「e are so many segments and

everybody is saying, ’一this is right, that’s wrong..’. Who’s to say thatls right and that-s w「ong?

We have judges and they a「e the ones to judge. We are aii personaliy invoIved in perpetuatng

the huIa, nOt tO WaSte Our energy Saying who is 「ight and who is wrong.
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