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Oddetta K a o h i k u k a p u l a n i K i n i m a k a - A l q u i z a began t e a c h i n g i n 
1983 a t h e r home i n Hanapepe, K a u a ' i , She c u r r e n t l y t e a c h e s 
a t t h r e e d i f f e r e n t l o c a t i o n s on K a u a ' i . 

I f i r s t s t a r t e d h u l a a t t h e age o f f i v e . I came from a 

v e r y l a r g e f a m i l y o f s i x t e e n c h i l d r e n and a s we grew up, 

h u l a was a p a r t of our d a i l y l i v e s . F o r m y s e l f a s a young 

g i r l , I wasn't one t o r e a l l y e n j o y h u l a . I o n l y d i d i t 

because my s i s t e r s d i d i t . A l s o , d u r i n g t h o s e s m a l l k i d 

t i m e s , when our p a r e n t s t o l d us t o do something t h e r e was no 

back t a l k from us k i d s . B e s i d e s when we'd p e r f o r m I g e t 

f i v e d o l l a r s . T h a t was enough f o r me t o g e t moving. I s t u c k 

w i t h i t f o r many y e a r s and i t s o r t o f grew w i t h me and I 

n e v e r thought t h a t I would be t h e one to t e a c h . 

My f i r s t kumu h u l a was Aunty Lovey Apana. She would 

t e a c h us s i s t e r s a t h e r home i n W a i l u a . She was f u l l o f 

energy and was v e r y s t r i c t i n h e r t e a c h i n g s . She would 

t e a c h us K a h i k o , Auwana, Maori and a b i t o f T a h i t i a n . She 

a l s o had us p e r f o r m a t some of t h e h o t e l s on t h e i s l a n d . We 

a l s o danced a t a l o t of community e v e n t s and f a m i l y p a r t i e s . 

I remember s i t t i n g on h e r f r o n t porch i n h e r l i t t l e h a l e 

n e a r t h e r i v e r . She would a l w a y s t e l l us s t o r i e s of h e r 

e x p e r i e n c e s . I s t a y e d w i t h h e r u n t i l I was about e l e v e n or 

t w e l v e . She was a w o n d e r f u l t e a c h e r , e n t e r t a i n e r and 

p h i l o s p h e r . 



I t h e n went t o Uncle J o e K a h a u l e l i o , He was a m a s t e r 

c h a n t e r a s w e l l a s an e n t e r t a i n e r and choreographer. He 

t a u g h t h u l a , auana, k a h i k o and was v e r y v e r s a t i l e i n o t h e r 

P o l y n e s i a n dances. L i k e Aunty Lovey, h i s s t y l e was v e r y 

t r a d i t i o n a l , t h e o l d s t y l e w i t h p u f f e d 'uwehe, v e r y low, 

s i m p l e and b e a u t i f u l . However, h i s auwana s t y l e was 

e l e g a n t , u p r i g h t and proud. I remained w i t h U n c l e J o e f o r 

many y e a r s u n t i l I got m a r r i e d and had my c h i l d r e n . I was a t 

t h a t t i m e I stopped t o r a i s e my f a m i l y . D u r i n g t h o s e y e a r s 

I had found out t h a t he had moved t o t h e Mainland and I 

r e a d y t o s t a r t a g a i n f e l t l o s t w i t h out him. Many o f my 

h u l a s i s t e r s h a r e d t h e same f e e l i n g s . 

Out o f a l l my s i s t e r s , I was t h e w o r s t d a n c e r . Aunty 

Lovey used t o t h i n k I had two l e f t f e e t . . I remember aun t y 

L o v e y ' s s i s t e r S h a l e t c a l l i n g me "deaf e a r and b l i n d eye" 

because I had t h e h a r d e s t time f o l l o w i n g i n s t r u c t i o n s . I'm 

amazed I went through t h a t as a young g i r l because t o d a y I 

c a n remember many o f my c h i l d h o o d days a s a young dan c e r . 

As f a r back as age f i v e . 

I n 1982 I was i n v i t e d t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n t h e M e r r i e 

Monarch F e s t i v a l w i t h another K a u a ' i group and a s we were 

l e a r n i n g t h e dances, I would b r i n g my daughter a l o n g w i t h 

me. She was o n l y two y e a r s o l d a t t h e t i m e . As she watched 

u s from t h e back she would s t a n d up and i m i t a t e u s a s we 

were d a n c i n g . 



I was impressed w i t h h e r a b i l i t y o f 

comprehension, c o o r d i n a t i o n , rythmn and t i m i n g t h a t I knew I 

had t o f i n d a h a l a u f o r h e r t o be a p a r t o f . So t h e s e a r c h 

began. I wanted t o f i n d h e r a kumu h u l a t h a t t h a u g h t a 

s i m i l a r s t y l e t o u n c l e J o e . T h e r e was no one t h a t I f e l t 

c o m f o r t a b l e t o send h e r t o , so my husband s a i d t o me, 

"what's wrong w i t h you, you've done t h i s j u s t about a l l your 

l i f e , l e a r n i n g from g r e a t t e a c h e r s o f t h e h u l a , go and seek 

f o r t h e r e p e r m i s s i o n and b l e s s i n g s " . So i t was t h e n t h a t I 

went t o e x p r e s s my d e s i r e t o t e a c h and h o p e f u l l y t o r e c e i v e 

t h e b l e s s i n g s and p e r m i s s i o n from my kumu h u l a . S c a r e d t o 

go a l o n e , I begged my s i s t e r K a n i u t o go w i t h me. So, t o 

Oahu we went where u n c l e Joe b e i n g my l a s t kumu was v i s i t i n g 

w i t h Gramma Woodward. A f t e r d i n n e r and a few d r i n k s , I 

f i n a l l y had t h e courage t o ask him. B e i n g a b l e t o t e a c h h u l a 

was v e r y i m p o r t a n t t o me. Hoping f o r him t o s a y y e s but 

p r e p a r e d f o r t h e w o r s t , I f i n a l l y asked him. And when I 

a s k e d him i f i t would be a l r i g h t t o c o n t i n u e h i s t e a c h i n g s 

i n h u l a and t h e c u l t u r e , he looked me s t r a i g h t i n my e y e s , 

he p u t h i s hand on my cheek and he s a i d , " what took you so 

l o n g ? " I knew you were going t o be t h e t e a c h e r . With t e a r s 

i n my e y e s and h a p p i n e s s i n my h e a r t , he w i s h e d my w e l l and 

s e n t me away w i t h h i s b l e s s i n g s . I knew i n my h e a r t t h a t 

w h a t e v e r I do, I w i l l do i n h i s name a s w e l l a s my f i r s t 

kumu h u l a Aunty Lovey. 



I s t a r t e d commuting back and f o r t h from K a u a ' i t o O'ahu 

t o v i s i t w i t h U n c l e J o e a t h i s home where he would t e a c h me 

c h a n t and dance. He wasn't v e r y w e l l a t t h e t i m e , but he 

made t i m e t o see me. I would c a l l him f o r a d v i c e and 

guidance because I d i d n ' t want t o do t h e wrong t h i n g s o r 

o f f e n d anyone by doing something t h a t was not p r o p e r . Soon 

l a t e r on August 6, 1983, I s t a r t e d my f i r s t c l a s s i n my 

garage a t my home i n Hanapepe H e i g h t s w i t h twenty s t u d e n t s . 

U n c l e J o e a d v i s e d me t o s t a y away from c e r t a i n r i t u a l s 

t o p r o t e c t m y s e l f and my f a m i l y . A t t h a t t i m e I d i d not 

f u l l y u n d e r s t a n d what he meant but l a t e r l e a r n e d t o 

u n d e r s t a n d what he asked. I s t r e s s e d t o him t h a t I would 

l i k e t o go i n t o c h a n t s because I f e l l t h a t i t i s r o o t o f our 

c u l t u r e . He t o l d me t o t a k e my s t e p s v e r y c a r e f u l l y and t o 

watc h what t y p e s of c h a n t s t h a t I choose. I r e s p e c t e d h i s 

a d v i c e and moved on. 

B e s i d e s Aunty Lovey and Unc l e J o e , o t h e r Kumu H u l a t h a t 

h a s touched my l i f e w i t h t h e i r knowledge a r e Kumu Hula 

P a l a n i K a h a l a who i n t r o d u c e d me t o an i n n o v a t i v e k i n d o f 

h u l a k a h i k o . Kepa Maly and Pohaku N i s h i m i t s u w i t h t h e i r 

t r a d i t i o n a l knowledge o f h u l a and t h e H a w a i i a n c u l t u r e . They 

a r e t r a d i t i o n a l , s i m p l e and b e a u t i f u l i n t h e i r d a n c i n g and 

t e a c h i n g s . I f e e l most b l e s s e d t o have had t h e s e g r e a t 

p e o p l e s h a r e t h e i r l i v e s w i t h me. F o r i t i s t h e i r knowledge 

t h a t I w i l l keep w i t h me and s h a r e w i t h t h e s t u d e n t s o f my 

s c h o o l i n hoping t h a t many o f them w i l l choose t o c o n t i n u e 

t o p a s s on t h i s w o n d e r f u l t r a d i t i o n of t h e h u l a . 



I p r e s e n t l y t e a c h a t t h r e e d i f f e r e n t l o c a t i o n s h e r e on 

K a u a ' i . My base i s my home. My s t u d e n t s range from t h e 

ages o f t h r e e y e a r s t o a d u l t s . I t h i n k t h e h u l a today has 

changed a l o t . H u la has become v e r y c o m p e t i t i v e . Some f e e l 

i t ' s okay and o t h e r s don't. As f o r me, t h e l o v e o f h u l a 

must re m a i n i n our h e a r t s i n o r d e r f o r i t s growth t o 

f l o u r i s h . 

The g r e a t e s t accomplishment a s a t e a c h e r i s b e i n g a b l e 

t o develope a g r e a t sense of p a t i e n c e i n m y s e l f so I may be 

a b l e t o u n d e r s t a n d o t h e r s i n t h e i r t i m e s o f d i f f i c u l t y . 

I t h i n k my d a n c i n g s t y l e comes from a v a r i e t y o f kumu h u l a , 

but b a s i c a l l y r e f l e c t i n g t h e s t y l e s o f Aunty Lovey and Un c l e 

J o e . We a s s t u d e n t s can l e a r n from our kumu h u l a and 

d u p l i c a t e t h e i r t e a c h i n g or s t y l e of dance but when i t comes 

t o e x p r e s s i n g o u r s e l v e s , our e x p r e s s i o n s comes from w i t h i n 

o u r s e l v e s and not from our Kumu Hul a . 

My h u l a c a r e e r i s d e d i c a t e d t o my Kumu Hula U n c l e J o e 

K a h a u l e l i o and Aunty Lovey Apana f o r t h e i r w o n d e r f u l 

t h o u g h t s of w a n t i n g me t o c o n t i n u e t h e i r t e a c h i n g s even 

though I was one o f t h e i r w o r s t s t u d e n t . They gave 

u n s e l f i s h l y o f t h e i r t i m e and l o v e t o me. 


