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umankind does not live by

Pager alone’but Carolee

Nishi does. Between a

know a great deal about血c

islands:’Nishi continues. “So

much ofwhat血ey experience is

very commercial and has litde to

do with authentic Hawaiian cul-

ture. But itもnot a problem

because血ere are peop獲e like me

here who want to teach them.

I’ve been welcoming our cus-

tomers to血e islands for 28 ycars,

and I believe my job is to make

sure血at心e au血entic part of

our c山ture is maintained."

Nishi started teaching hula in

San Francisco in血e ’60s to keep

busy while hcr husband served in

sharing her love of Hawaiian song’dance’and language

with the children of the islands. Nishi is the creator and

volunteer di萱餌Or Of a unique after-SChooI program sponsored

by血e YM(RA of Hono山u血at teaches Hawalian Studies

to血il心e皿ages 4-14・
`As soon as school is out,血e children are ours,” says

Nishi. “We teach five courses ofstudy induding ancient

and modem h山dancing, Hawalian language, ukulele and

Hawaiian songs’island crafts, and history and culture:’

More than just a 4umu 4uk (hula teacher), Nishi is a

guide, introducing children to their c山tural roots and血e

stories of血eir ancestors-●○§tOries血at predate written language.

``until血e Christian missionaries came to Hawa上`i,血ere

was no written langunge’’’says Nishi. “History was passed

down丘om generation to generation血rough dance and

song. By teaching our island chⅢren the HawaiianしCulture

and langunge, We Can instill in血em a deep pride in血eir

heritage while still being America.m and appreciating the

diversity of all血e e血nic cultures on our islands.

`A Iot ofpeople come to Hawai`i, but血ey rea皿y do正

whom had special nceds or were new immigrants. Fven

now, unlike many professiona上方a4狐(hula studios) that

take on only血e most gifted dancers, Nishi’s program

indudes any child who is wi獲ling to leam.

aOver血e years, We have built solid foundations for

many of血ese ch蘭ren, and they量grown up to be con-

structive members of society,’’says Nishi.くくIfyou start血em

young’yOu Can help give血em a positive direction in life.

Hawa王`i is a very small place, and it畠mportant that血ey

leam to help preserve our island treasures.

Nishi Was herse獲fhonored as an Island treasure last year,

becoming Hawai`i可e節erson Award designee. The Je錆erson

Awards, SPOnSOred by血e American Institute for Pub獲ic

Service, honor血e achievements of血ose who make significant

contribudons to心e field of public and community service.

Ifyou want to leam more abou亡血ings tr山y Hawaiian,

look for Carolee Nishi血e next ti皿e youhe in Hono山u・ For

United Aidines and her community, She embodies血e spirit

ofaloha-a WOrd血at means Iove, kindness, COnSideration,

humility, harmony, Welcome, and much more.　　　㊨


